
SATS INFORMATION EVENING

Please find somewhere to sit.
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WHAT ARE SATS?
SATs tests are compulsory national tests for 

primary school pupils. 

Children in England are required to take 
Standard Assessment Tests (SATs) during 
their final year at primary school.
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WHAT CAN I EXPECT FROM THIS YEAR’S SATS?

This year, tests take place week beginning Monday 13th

May 2024.

Children will have their first test on Monday 13th May.

Tests in English and Maths will reflect the national curriculum, 
and are intended to rigorously test knowledge and 
understanding. 
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WILL MY CHILD BE GIVEN A LEVEL WHEN THEY COMPLETE THEIR

SATS?

Your child will receive a scaled score (80 – 120).  

You will be given your child’s raw score (the actual number of 
marks they get), alongside their scaled score (100 being the 
average) and whether they have reached the national 
average.
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What is a scaled score?

A pupil’s scaled score is based on their raw score. The raw score is the total 
number of marks a pupil scores in a test, based on the number of questions 
they answered correctly.

Tests are developed each year to the same specification, but because the 
questions must be different, the difficulty of tests may vary slightly each 
year. This means we need to convert the raw scores pupils get in the tests into 
a scaled score, to ensure we can make accurate comparisons of pupil 
performance over time. 

Every scaled score will represent the same level of attainment for a pupil each 
year, so a pupil who scores 103, for example, in 2019 will have demonstrated 
the same attainment as a pupil who scores 103 in 2023



Test
Number of marks 

available in the paper

Total number of marks 

available for the test –

highest raw score

English reading 50 marks 50 marks

English grammar, punctuation 

and spelling Paper 1: questions
50 marks

70 marks

English grammar, punctuation 

and spelling Paper 2: spelling
20 marks

Mathematics Paper 1: arithmetic 40 marks

110 marksMathematics Paper 2: reasoning 35 marks

Mathematics Paper 3: reasoning 35 marks

Calculating raw scores
The raw scores for each test are calculated by adding the scores from each paper for a subject .





WHO WILL MARK MY CHILD’S SAT PAPERS?

 For Reading, Grammar Punctuation & Spelling and Mathematics, your child’s 
papers will be externally marked.

 For writing, your child’s teacher will rigorously assess pieces of work 
against the criteria for writing.

 Class teachers work together with other members of staff, other schools 
and designated officials to moderate and ensure that judgments are 
reflective and accurate.
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Your child must prove they can apply all aspects of the expected 
standards to meet the end of year expectation.

Work will be collected from a variety of sources including: 
English writing activities, Science activities, Topic activities 
etc…

Schools will report to parents whether their child has Met or 
Not Met the end of year expectations. 

WRITING
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I’D LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE ASSESSMENT OF WRITING
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READING
The Key Stage 2 English reading test comprises: 

a reading booklet containing three texts which increase in 
demand throughout the booklet.

A reading answer booklet containing questions totalling 50 
marks.

Expectations are now much higher than in previous years.
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The reading test will be a single paper with 
questions based on three passages of text. Your 
child will have one hour, including reading time, 
to complete the test.

 There will be a selection of question types, including:
 Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show the order in 

which they happen in the story’
 Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title of the story’
 Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that suggests what the 

weather is like in the story’
Short constructed response, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’
Open-ended response, e.g. ‘Look at the sentence that begins Once 

upon a time. How does the writer increase the tension throughout this 
paragraph? Explain fully, referring to the text in your answer.’
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Example question, based on Text 1 – Space Tourism: 
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Example Answer: 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwieg_Wy_IbLAhXCwxQKHRVdAGkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.karlsports.co.uk/hawthorn-community-primary-school-uniform~3507&psig=AFQjCNHwzITQqr_YLjOR-i25VXaeqiH_mg&ust=1456079326884068


Example question, based on Text 3 – Albion’s Dream: 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwieg_Wy_IbLAhXCwxQKHRVdAGkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.karlsports.co.uk/hawthorn-community-primary-school-uniform~3507&psig=AFQjCNHwzITQqr_YLjOR-i25VXaeqiH_mg&ust=1456079326884068


Example Answers
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GRAMMAR, PUNCTUATION AND SPELLING

The grammar, punctuation and spelling test will consist of two 
parts: a grammar and punctuation paper requiring short answers, 
lasting 45 minutes, and an spelling test of 20 words, lasting 
around 15 minutes.

The written grammar paper is worth a maximum of 50 marks.

The spelling test is worth 20 marks (1 mark per word)
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The children will be prepared by their class teacher so they are equipped with 
a good knowledge of the technical vocabulary needed to identify and describe 
various aspects of grammar and punctuation marks. 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 1) focuses on the following areas:  
- Grammatical terms/word classes; 
- Functions of sentences;
- Combining words, phrases and clauses; 
- Verb forms, tenses and consistency; 
- Punctuation; 
- Vocabulary;
- Standard English and formality.

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 1) requires a range of answer types 
such as circling missing capital letters, multiple choice questions, one-word 
answers, but does not require longer formal answers. 

GRAMMAR, PUNCTUATION AND SPELLING



Example grammar questions: 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwieg_Wy_IbLAhXCwxQKHRVdAGkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.karlsports.co.uk/hawthorn-community-primary-school-uniform~3507&psig=AFQjCNHwzITQqr_YLjOR-i25VXaeqiH_mg&ust=1456079326884068


Answers
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Example spelling questions: 



MATHS

Children will sit three papers in maths:

 Paper 1: arithmetic, 30 minutes

 Papers 2 and 3: mathematical fluency, solving problems and 
reasoning, 40 minutes per paper

 Paper 1 is worth a maximum of 40 marks.

 Papers 2 & 3 are each worth a maximum of 35 marks.

 The content of these tests reflect the high expectations of 
the national curriculum.
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

It covers the four operations (division, multiplication, addition, subtraction and mixed 
operation calculations requiring BIDMAS), as well as number properties, calculating 
percentages of amounts, calculations using decimals, and calculations using fractions. 

Example question: 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwieg_Wy_IbLAhXCwxQKHRVdAGkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.karlsports.co.uk/hawthorn-community-primary-school-uniform~3507&psig=AFQjCNHwzITQqr_YLjOR-i25VXaeqiH_mg&ust=1456079326884068


Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example answer:

1 – 13

2 – 26

3 – 39

4 – 52

5 – 65

6 – 78

7 – 91

8 – 104

9 - 117

10 - 130
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

It covers the four operations (division, multiplication, addition, subtraction and mixed 
operation calculations requiring BIDMAS), as well as number properties, calculating 
percentages of amounts, calculations using decimals, and calculations using fractions. 

Example question: 
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example answer:
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Maths Papers 2 & 3 (Reasoning)

Questions focus on the following Mathematical topic areas: 
- Number and place value– including Roman Numerals; 
- Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division (calculations);
- Geometry – properties of shapes;
- Geometry – position and direction; 
- Statistics; 
- Measurement – including length, perimeter, mass (weight), volume, time 
and money;
- Algebra;
- Ratio and proportion;
- Fractions, decimals and percentages.

The questions get harder throughout the paper. 
It is not unusual for a child to be unable to complete the entire paper in time. 
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Example Reasoning questions:
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Answer:

7 minutes to 9 or  

8:53
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Example Reasoning questions:
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Answer:
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Example Reasoning questions:
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Answer:
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WHERE WILL MY CHILD TAKE THEIR TESTS?

Children will work in classrooms.

They will always be in a room that is familiar to them.

There will be adults in the room who the children are familiar with.

Children have their own desk and resources.



Date Activity

Monday 13th May
English grammar, punctuation 
and spelling papers 1 and 2

Tuesday 14th May English reading

Wednesday 15th

May
Mathematics papers 1 and 2

Thursday 16th

May
Mathematics paper 3

WHAT DAYS DO THE TESTS TAKE PLACE?



HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD?

 Writing

If your child is completing any sort of written activity, make 
sure they check their spelling, punctuation, grammar and 
handwriting – every sentence MUST make sense!

If your child writes a story, encourage them to expand their use 
of descriptive language through figurative language and the use 
of senses.

Check that your child uses a variety of sentence starters and 
structures within all pieces of written work.
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HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD?

Reading:

Listen to your child read.

Support them by giving them questions about their current 
reading book – please refer to the hand out that will be sent 
home.

Read out loud to your child – this helps children hear how words 
and punctuation work together to create meaning.
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HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD?

 Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling
 Question them about the root of the word and the suffix or prefix that 

might have been added.
 Ask them to check their spellings when they complete a piece of written 

homework.

 Go over the meaning of grammatical terms– see hand out that will be sent 
home.

 Encourage your child to speak in correct standard English, especially when 
asking for something or telling you something, eg:

‘I am going to the toilet,’ rather than, ‘I’m going toilet.’
‘Can we go to the shops?’ rather than, ‘Can we go shops?’

 Ask your child to explain what specific punctuation marks mean when you 
hear them read.
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HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD?

 Mathematics 

 Help your child to learn their times tables to 12 – times tables underpins so 
many mathematical applications.

 Quick recall of number bonds to 10, 20, 100 etc… (eg: 7 + 3 = 10, 17 + 3 = 20) 

 Practise formal methods for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.

 (column addition and subtraction, long & short multiplication, long & short 
division, long division expressing remainders as fractions, decimals and 
remainder form).

 Word problems where your child has to work through two or three steps to 
find the answer. 
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THERE IS LOTS OF HELP OUT THERE.

Use any materials school sends home.

Revision Books eg:  CGP books 
(https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/whoAreYou?page=books) 

Websites, eg: Topmarks (English & Maths) 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-
years/ordering-and-sequencing

Spelling Activities: http://spellingframe.co.uk

TT Rock Stars – via school website.

Accelerated Reader – via school website

PLEASE DO NOT COMPLETE PAST SATS PAPERS AT HOME.
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MOST IMPORTANTLY

 Your child is working very hard at school.  Please do not put unnecessary 
pressure on your child.

 Encourage them to work hard and do their best, but ensure they have time 
to enjoy all the other aspects of their life.

 As SATs draws closer, ensure your child has a good nights’ sleep, eats well, 
drinks plenty of fluid.

 If you are at all worried about your child, please do not hesitate in 
contacting us.
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